BACKGROUNDER – OBJECT-ORIENTED BLISS


When they came together, the members of Washington, DC’s Object-Oriented Bliss had one goal in mind: ​ to put the Nation’s Capitol on the breakbeat map.  If that sounds ambitious, that’s because it is.  Washington is a town far better known for its political parties than its dance parties.  But what DC lacks in breakbeat notoriety, it more than makes up for in dance music culture.  Home to the legendary Buzz Nightclub and Eighteenth St. Lounge, Washington’s underground has spawned some of the industry’s most renowned and respected DJs and producers including Scott Henry, Deep Dish, and Thievery Corporation. In a town dominated by the progressive groove and downtempo beat; Object-Oriented Bliss has taken it upon themselves to turn DC on its proverbial ear. If there is a beat in DC that is broken, you can be sure that Object-Oriented Bliss broke it.


With an infectious blend of styles that range from dark and intelligent to in-your-face funk, Object-Oriented Bliss (a.k.a. double-OH-bliss) has carved out a loyal following of ‘breakbeatniks’ among the DC masses.  The Object-Oriented Bliss DJs Switchstance (Jathan McCollum), Adegen (Travis Payne), Smalls (Skip Young) and Jen Lasher, have become the DJs of choice for virtually every local breakbeat event in the DC metro area.  At the summer 2002 HFStival, the double-OH-bliss DJ’s played to a crowd of over 45,000 attendees in the Skyy Blue Vodka tent.  Whether playing in tandem or individually they’ve rocked the house at premier east coast clubs and events, including DC’s Buzz (voted #1 club in America by URB magazine), Ultraworld’s Starscape Festival in Baltimore, Solid Breaks in Philadelphia and S.L.U.T. in New York City.


Adegen and Jen Lasher have been picked up by Release Artist Management and Jen is currently bringing the breaks to all 50 states on her first US tour. In August 2002, Switchstance and Adegen donated their time and talent, playing a 4-hour benefit set in support of RAINN, the Rape and Incest National Network at Nation Nightclub in Washington, DC. The duo keeps busy both behind the decks and in the studio, producing works individually as Switchstance, and Adegen, and together as ‘The Fuzz.’ As if that weren’t enough, Object-Oriented Bliss, the label, is also under discussion. And while the double-oh-bliss DJs seem to be going in several directions at once, the unifying factor is always their music. And make no mistake, this breakbeat is theirs. Not the UK’s, not Florida’s.  This is DC breakbeat:  Object-Oriented Bliss breakbeat.
BIO – SWITCHSTANCE

A native Floridian with a style all his own, Switchstance (Jathan McCollum) is responsible for much of the buzz surrounding Washington DC’s blossoming breakbeat scene. Known for his deep, dark, progressive sets, Switchstance is a master mood setter with a discerning ear and a keen understanding of music’s emotional nuances and subtleties. His attention to detail and ability to move a crowd has made him one of the region’s most sought after DJs. As founder of the area’s most successful breakbeat collective, Object-Oriented Bliss, Switchstance has solidified his place among the DC breakbeat elite and secured himself a spot on the list of US breakbeat DJs to watch. 

Switchstance has commanded the dance floors at some of the east coast’s most renowned venues and events including the HFStival and Buzz in Washington DC; the annual Starscape Festival in Baltimore and S.L.U.T. in NYC. Playing alongside industry heavyweights such as Rennie Pilgrem, Icey, Dieselboy and Deep Dish, Switchstance has proven himself a musical force to be reckoned with. 

Growing up in Florida, Switchstance was a fan of breakbeat at a very early age but hadn’t planned on making music his career.  After high school Switchstance joined the military and spent a year in Japan as a small computers specialist.  Upon leaving the military he settled in the DC suburbs of northern Virginia where he worked for a number of tech companies before becoming a network security engineer at a leading Internet provider.  But no matter how successful he became, Switchstance still couldn’t get music off his mind. 

A visionary entrepreneur and astute businessman, Switchstance founded Object-Oriented Bliss in 1997 on the philosophy that the fusion of music and technology was the ultimate conduit of the collective emotional experience.  At the time, the DC electronic music scene was dominated by the 4/4 grooves of progressive house and trance and Switchstance’s infectious blend of bass-heavy, hook-driven breakbeats quickly garnered him a loyal following within the nation’s capitol. 

Switchstance met future Object-Oriented Bliss cohort and partner-in-crime Adegen in 1998.  The two shared the same musical sensibilities and quickly became friends and collaborators.  Producing tracks and DJing together as ‘The Fuzz’ Switchstance and Adegen are in high demand both individually and as a duo.  This fall they begin a weekly residency at VISION in Washington, DC. 

When he’s not protecting the Internet from hyperspace invaders this arbiter of taste and purveyor of breaks can either be found behind the decks of some of the east coasts most notable venues, in the studio with production partner Adegen or devising new ways to expand the ever-evolving Object-Oriented Bliss. With his drive, talent and vision, there’s little doubt that Switchstance will achieve the place in breakbeat history that he deserves. 

BIO – ADEGEN

Since he began DJing, Adegen (Travis Payne) has earned a reputation as one of US breakbeat’s rising stars. Known for his high energy, no holds barred mix sets, this Washington DC based artist’s blend of funky, aggressive breakbeat has been the cause of much dance floor hysteria. He’s held his own playing alongside genre masters Icey, Rennie Pilgrim and Hyper; and manned the decks at some of the East Coast’s most notable venues including S.L.U.T. in NYC, Buzz in Washington, DC, Fever in Baltimore and Solid Breaks in Philadelphia. 

Adegen is as active in front of the decks as behind them. While working full-time for Buzzlife Productions (the parent company of the legendary Buzz Nightclub), Adegen is a principal member of the DC based breakbeat collective Object-Oriented Bliss. 

Adegen’s love affair with beats began early; he started playing the drums at age 10. By high school he had traded in his drumsticks for turntables and had become actively involved in Washington’s burgeoning electronic dance music scene. Adegen had planned to study 3D animation after graduation, but a growing interest in dance music culture prompted him to reevaluate his focus. While honing his DJ skills, Adegen began designing flyers for local events.  He met fellow breakbeat DJ and Object-Oriented Bliss founder, Switchstance, in 1998 and the two quickly became friends. They officially joined forces in 2000 when Adegen became the second member of Object-Oriented Bliss. Together Switchstance and Adegen produce tracks and spin live under the moniker ‘The Fuzz.’ 

In 2001, Adegen became Buzzlife Production’s in-house graphic designer and breakbeat bookings coordinator.  He currently divides his time outside of Buzz between the turntables, the studio and promoting Object-Oriented Bliss.  With a new weekly residency at VISION in DC and a remix of Remosh’s Thousands of Eyes coming out this fall on Stellar Recordings, Adegen is poised to show the rest of the world what DC already knows – that he is a breakbeat force to be reckoned with. 

BIO – THE FUZZ

Since joining forces in 2000 Washington, DC-based duo, The Fuzz, have built a name for themselves as DC’s premier breakbeat team. As members of the breakbeat collective Object-Oriented Bliss, The Fuzz’s Switchstance (Jathan McCollum) and Adegen (Travis Payne) have played an integral role in DC’s burgeoning breakbeat scene. After meeting in 1998 a friendship quickly developed between the two aspiring DJs and breakbeat enthusiasts.  Driven by their shared love of breakbeat and similar musical sensibilities, Switchstance’s dark progressive style and Adegen’s deep funky breaks were each other’s natural complement. 

Playing to packed dance floors at legendary DC venues such as The Edge and Buzz Nightclub; The Fuzz quickly became the nation capitol’s leading breakbeat duo. Not content with simply DJing, the pair released Beats So Far, a sample CD of original material on their Object-Oriented Bliss imprint in Summer 2002.  This fall, Switchstance and Adegen take on a new challenge when they begin a weekly residency at VISION in downtown DC.  In addition to DJing and producing, Switchstance and Adegen, along with fellow Object-Oriented Bliss DJs Jen Lasher and Smalls (Skip Young) are looking to the future.  What’s next? Object-Oriented Bliss, the label, is currently on the drawing board… but it doesn’t stop there! 

